
The Correlation betweenThe Correlation between 
Attendance and Attainment

In Secondary and Primary Schools



Every day, half-day and lesson matters

There is a strong correlation between the amountThere is a strong correlation between the amount 
of absence in a school and the qualifications that 
its pupils achieve These graphs show theits pupils achieve. These graphs show the 
correlation in Primary and Secondary schools. 
They demonstrate that every lesson in school 
matters and that children who have time off often 
find it difficult to catch up and do well at school, 
particularly as the average amount of absence per 
pupil increases.



Secondary School Key Stage 4 Performance 
by Average Absence Sessions 2003/4

% 5 or more grades A-C (Level 2 threshold) 
% achieving any qualification

Source: DCSF
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Secondary School Key Stage 4 Performance 
by Average Absence Sessions 2004/5

89.5

68.4

99.7 99.1 98.1 96.8 94.3 92.8 91.0
97.5

80.0

100.0

up
ils

68.4

57.0

46.9

38.3
34.6

28.0

55.9

40.0

60.0

%
 o

f K
S4

 p
u

0.0

20.0

Less than 15 (7.5 15-20 (7.5 to 10 20-25 (10 to 12.525-30 (12.5 to 15 30-35 (15 to 17.535-40 (17.5 to 20 Over 40 (20+ All
days) days) days) days) days) days) days)

Absence Sessions per pupil aged 11-16

% achieving 5+GCSE 5AC % achieving any qual



Secondary School Key Stage 4 Performance 
by Average Absence Sessions 2005/6
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School-Level Key Stage 4 results by y g y
Overall Absence Rate 2006-7
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School-Level Key Stage 2 results 
by Overall Absence Rate 2003-4
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School-Level Key Stage 2 results y g
by Overall Absence Rate 2004-5
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School-Level Key Stage 2 results 
b O ll Ab R t 2005 6by Overall Absence Rate 2005-6
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School-Level Key Stage 2 results y g
by Overall Absence Rate 2006-7

100

gr
es

s

84

77

69
72

87 85
83

80 78 76

8482
78

74
70

68
66

76
70

80

90

es
ho

ld
 / 

le
ve

l o
f p

ro
g

61
57

52

66

30

40

50

60

ie
vi

ng
 th

e 
st

at
ed

 th
re

0

10

20

30

%
 o

f p
up

ils
 a

ch
i

up to 4% 4 - 5% 5 - 6% 6 - 7% 7 - 8% 8% or more All Schools

Overall Absence Rate (%) of School

Level 4+ in English & Maths (expected) 2 levels of progress in English 2 levels of progress in Maths



Absence in Maintained Secondary Schoolsy
by level of Free School Meals
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Absence in Maintained Primary Schoolsy
by level of Free School Meals
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Probability of a pupil achieving 
5 d GCSE
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